
 

Next time—FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY (4-6pm) 

Hidden Treasure 

Jesus told two stories about hidden treasure which will help us think 

about the most valuable things in our lives. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at the next Messy Church in 

for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Lord, 
help me to make time to listen to you. 

I would like to hear your voice  
more clearly 

so I say,  
“Speak Lord.  I am your servant,  

ready to listen.”.  
Amen 

 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M Haley 556971 

In worship today we thought 
about listening to the voice of 
God in our lives today 

Crafts today. . . . 
Junk Temple - working as a team to 
build a temple and think about how 
Samuel felt sleeping in a big, dark place 
each night. 

Superhero Quiz - to see how many 
superheroes you can find and to think 
about why Samuel is a Bible superhero. 

To and Fro - to remind us that Samuel 
went to and fro between his bed and 
Eli before he realised that God was 
calling him.  What can we do if we 
think God is saying something to us? 

Plugged into God - to think that people 
spend a lot of time plugged into their 
phones and other devices.  How can we 
spend more time plugged into God? 

Junk Telephone to find out how easy it 
is to have a conversation with a friend 
and whether it is easy to understand 
what God is saying to us.  Is it easier to 
talk to God rather than listen to him? 

Jenga Challenge to remember that you 
have to keep going even when it gets 
difficult, just as Samuel was persistent. 

Sunday Club for those aged 3Sunday Club for those aged 3Sunday Club for those aged 3---11 11 11    
1st and 3rd Sunday each month @  10.301st and 3rd Sunday each month @  10.301st and 3rd Sunday each month @  10.30   

   
TUESDAYS TOGETHER @  7.30pm TUESDAYS TOGETHER @  7.30pm TUESDAYS TOGETHER @  7.30pm    

2b1 Informal Worship led by the band 2b1 Informal Worship led by the band 2b1 Informal Worship led by the band ---   17 January 17 January 17 January    
Explore Together Explore Together Explore Together ---   Simeon and Anna Simeon and Anna Simeon and Anna ---   24 January24 January24 January   

Continue your 
journey with 
Jesus.... 

January 2017 

Listening to God 
 

Today we look at the story of Samuel which reminds us that God can, and 
does, speak to anyone and it is important to take time to listen to him. 
 

Samuel’s mother, Hannah, had prayed to God for 
a baby and promised that, if she had a son, she 
would give him back to God to serve him.  In time, 
her prayers were answered and, while he was still 
a young boy, she took him to the temple to serve 
God with Eli, the priest. 
 
One night, Samuel was in bed when he heard a 
voice calling his name.  He got up and ran to Eli, 
saying “Here I am. You called me.”  Eli told Samuel 
that he had not called him, so Samuel went back 
to bed. 

 
Later, Samuel heard the voice again, so he got up and went to Eli.  “Here I 
am; you called me.”  Eli said, “My son, I did not call;  go back and lie down.” 
 
This all happened before Samuel knew God for himself.  When Samuel 
heard the voice for a third time, Eli realised that God was calling the boy.  
He told Samuel, “Go and lie down.  If you are called again, say ‘Speak, Lord, 
for your servant is listening.’”  So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 
God came to Samuel and stood there, calling as he had done before, 
“Samuel! Samuel!”  Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  God 
then told Samuel that he was going to do something special in Israel and 
everyone would be amazed.  In the morning Samuel told Eli what God had 
said and, as Eli was a wise old man, he told Samuel to obey what God was 
telling him to do.  God helped Samuel as he grew up and he became a 
prophet and a judge (a special leader) in Israel.  

 
You can find this story in the Old Testament section of the Bible,  

in the first book of Samuel, chapter 3, verses 1-21. 
(Samuel is the ninth book in the Old Testament) 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D
http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoddVZrpOH08At0RNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dbible-%2Bdavid%2Bjonathan%26fr%3Dchr-nectar%26


Something to do at home ..... 
Go to a park, the beach, or a garden with your family, taking paper and pencils with 
you.  Spend 10 minutes without saying anything to each other or using your phone), 
just listening and writing down or drawing all the things you can hear.  Go home and 
make some special drinks to have together (maybe hot chocolate with marshmallows 
and cream), and tell each other about all the different things you heard.  Could God be 
saying anything to you through any of these sounds?  Finish by thanking God for all the 
sounds you have heard and asking him to help you to keep listening for his voice. 

God speaks to Moses 
Moses was looking after his father-in-law’s sheep 
when an angel of God appeared to him in flames of 
fire in a bush.  The bush did not burn up, so Moses 
went to look at the strange sight.  When God saw 
that Moses had gone closer to the bush, he called to 
him,  “Moses! Moses!”  Moses replied, “Here I am.”  

God told him not to come any closer wearing sandals because the ground around 
the bush was holy ground.  God said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  Moses was afraid to look at 
God, and hid his face.   
 
God told Moses that he had seen how the people were unhappy in Egypt, and 
that he would rescue them and lead them to a beautiful land, full of good things.  
He told Moses that he would be the person to bring the people out of Egypt.  
Moses thought that it would be impossible. God told him that he would always be 
with him and the fire in the bush was a sign of his promise.  Moses would bring 
the people to worship in the place where he was standing.  Moses was still not 
convinced and asked God to send someone else.  God became angry and told him 
that his brother was already on his way to meet him and, with God helping them, 
they would be able to lead the people to safety. So, finally Moses trusted God and 
went off to lead the Israelites to safety. 

 
You can find this story in the Old Testament section of the Bible,  

in the  book of Exodus,  starting at chapter 3 (Exodus is the second book in the Old Testament) 

 

How does God speak to 
us today? 
 
Samuel and Moses heard God 
speaking to them but that is 
not a common experience 
today.  Instead, God speaks to 
us through the Bible.  
Sometimes we are aware of a 
quiet voice inside.  This can 
be the work of God’s Holy 
Spirit.  If you want to know 
more, have a word with John 
or one of the team. 


