
 

Next time—FRIDAY 9 June (4-6pm) 
The Lost Son 

Jesus told a story about the love of a father, and reminds us that God’s 
love is unending.. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at Goodrington Methodist 
Church for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies to adults. 
 

Reminder : parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-being of their own  
children while at Messy Church. 

 
 

 
Father God, 
there are lots 
of scary things 
in our world, 

but you tell us not to be afraid.  
Help us today and always to trust 
that you will love and guide us in 
difficult times. Amen 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M Haley 556971 

In worship today we thought 
about the ways in which God 
speaks to us today. 
 

Crafts today. . . . 

 
Messages from God - to remind us that some 
messages from God can be tricky to 
understand. 

Weather Vanes - to remind us that Jesus does 
not change like the wind, his words are always 
true. 

Volcanoes - to remind us of God’s power and 
that he spoke to Elijah in a whisper. 

Seismograph - to think about the earthquake 
in the story - how it would have been very 
scary for Elijah.  

Fire on the Mountain - to think about how the 
whole mountain was in flames but we can 
speak to God in the quiet times. 

Wind Power - to remind us of the power of the 
wind, and to think about God protecting Elijah 
from the wind. 

Door hangers - to remind us that God has a 
plan for our lives. 

Please tell us if you if you like our crafts, what 
is your favourite?   Would you like us to include 
something else?  Is there anything missing 
from Messy Church? We would like to know 
what you think! 

 
Sunday Club for those aged 3-11  

1st and 3rd Sunday each month @ 10.30am 
 

TUESDAYS TOGETHER @ 7.30pm; 23 May: Explore Together 

Continue your journey  
with Jesus.... 

May 2017 
Listening to God 

 
This month we are learning how God can speak to us personally, 
especially when we are scared or alone. 
 

Elijah was a prophet 900 years 
before Jesus was born.  In the Bible, 
a prophet was a person who told 
other people what God was saying.  
Elijah told the king and the priests 
they were doing wrong and they 
were angry with him.  He was afraid 
they would kill him, so he ran away.  
He thought he was the only person left who believed in God and trusted him. 
  
Elijah came to a cave on Mount Horeb, where God asked him what he was 
doing there.  Elijah said that the people had rejected God’s agreement, torn 
down his altars and killed all the prophets except for him.  God answered,  “Go 
out and stand on the mountain in my presence, because I am going to pass by.” 
 

A great and powerful wind tore the mountain apart and shattered the rocks, 
but God was not in the wind.  Then, there was an earthquake, but God was not 
in the earthquake.  After the earthquake, the mountain was engulfed in fire, 
but God was not in the flames either. 
 

After the fire, Elijah heard a gentle whisper.  When he heard it, he knew that it 
was God speaking to him.  He pulled his cloak over his face and went out to 
stand at the mouth of the cave.  God asked him again, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?”  Elijah told God that he had worked very hard but the people had 
rejected him and destroyed the altars, and killed all the other prophets.  He 
said that he was the only one left and they were trying to kill him too.   
 

God told Elijah that he was not alone because there were 7000 people in Israel 
who still had faith in him.  He told him to go back through the desert and find a 
man called Elisha who would follow Elijah and take on his work.  Elijah went to 
find Elisha  who was ploughing with 12 pairs of oxen and, together, they served 
God until Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire. 
 

You can find this story in the Old Testament section of the Bible,  
in the 1st Book of Kings, chapter 19 verses 11-18. 

(This is the eleventh book in the Old Testament) 

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoSwv315R.SwAvRVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dkids%2Bpraise%2Band%2Bworship%2Bclipart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3D


How does God speak to us today? 
We are often like Elijah, running away from something 
which scares us.  God still speaks to us today through his 
Word - the Bible.  We may experience the power and 
wonder of God in the big events - sunsets, 
thunderstorms, and the beautify of nature; but we can 
hear his voice most often in the small, quiet places.  We 
should take a step back from the busyness and noise of 
our lives, take a moment of silence, if possible read the Bible, and listen humbly and 
quietly for God’s guidance.  It may come when we least expect it! 

A puzzle 

for you to 

solve. 

 

Hint ... 
you will 
find the 
answers 
in 1 Kings 
chapter 
19 verses 
1-21 
  

 
God speaks to Adam and Eve 
God created Adam and Eve and gave them a garden to live in.  He 
told them that they could have anything but they must not touch 
the tree in the middle of the garden because, if they ate the fruit 
of that tree, they would die.  He did not mean that they would 
drop down dead immediately but that, one day, their life would 
end without His Spirit living in them. 
 
A snake lived in the garden.  It asked Eve if God really said that they could not eat 
fruit from any tree in the garden.  The woman replied that God had said they must 
not eat fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden and that they would die if 
they touched it but he snake told Eve that this was not true.  He said that they 
would not die but they would be like God, knowing everything.  Eve took some of 
the fruit which looked good to eat and, after she had tasted it, she gave some to 
Adam.  Immediately, they realised that they were naked and thought that it was 
wrong.  They found some leaves and sewed them together to make clothes. 
 
In the evening, God was walking in the garden and he called to Adam and Eve.  They 
were hiding and told God that they were afraid because they were naked.  God 
knew that they had disobeyed him.  Eve told him that the snake had tricked her, so 
God cursed the snake.  He told Adam and Eve that they would now have to work 
hard all the days of their life and they could no longer live in his garden.  He told 
them that they would eventually die, and return to ground from they had come 
from.  God made them clothes from animal skins and banished Adam and Eve from 
the garden. 
 
Since that time the prophets have told people to turn away from their sins and come 
back to God.  People did not believe the prophets.  At the right time, God sent Jesus 
to die in our place.  Now, everyone who trusts Jesus and has God’s Holy Spirit in 

their lives will 
not die for ever 
but live 
eternally in 
heaven with 
God. 

You can find this  
story in the first  
book of the Old 

Testament section  
of the Bible, in 

Genesis, chapter 3 


