
 

Next time—FRIDAY 14 July (4-6pm) 
John the Baptist 

John the Baptist came to prepare the way for Jesus—what do we need to 
change in our lives to accept Jesus as God’s Son? 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends at Goodrington Methodist 
Church for crafts, worship and tea for all ages from tots to teenagers, babies to adults. 
 

Reminder : parents and carers are responsible for the safety and well-being of their own  
children while at Messy Church. 

Heavenly Father, 
thank you that 
you are always 
ready to welcome 
us,  even when we 

run away or hide from you.  You look 
out for us, even when we feel far 
away from you.  When we come 
back to you—to worship you, to 
pray, to read the Bible—you are 
delighted. 
 

Thank you that whatever we do, you 
are always waiting for us to come 
back to you.  Amen 

See our website www.goodringtonmethodist.co.uk 
 or find us on facebook (Goodrington Messy Church) 

Minister: Revd John M Haley 556971 

In worship today we thought 
about how God forgives us and 
helps us to forgive other people. 
 

Crafts today. . . . 
Celebration Hangers - to remind us that 
forgiving other people can make us happy too. 

Welcome Home Gate - to remind us that God 
is always waiting at the gate to welcome us 

The Feast is ready to begin - to think what we 
have to do to prepare for a party 

Messy Family Tree - to think about what it 
means to be made really welcome and at 
home and to remember to make others feel 
really welcome and at home. 

Seen from afar - to think about the father who 
was watching the horizon for his son.  Who 
have you watched out for, and what could you 
see through the binoculars. 

The Journey Home - to remind us of the son 
who came back to be with his father.   

Can’t get back - remind us that it easy to 
wander away but can often be more difficult to 
come back home. 

Please tell us if you like our crafts.  What is 
your favourite?  Would you like us to include 
something else?  Is there anything missing 
from Messy Church? We would like to know 
what you think! 

 
Sunday Club for those aged 3-11  - 1st and 3rd Sunday each month @ 10.30am 

 

TUESDAYS TOGETHER @ 7.30pm : 20 June 2B1 Informal Worship led by the band 

Continue your journey  
with Jesus.... 

June 2017 
Forgiveness 

 
This month we are learning how Jesus told a story about a father 
forgiving his son and welcoming home.  He told this story to show 
how God forgives us if we are sorry when we do wrong and to remind 
us that we must welcome others who ask for God’s forgiveness. 

 

Jesus was teaching a large crowd of people.  
He told them parables (stories  with a 
meaning).   
 
A man had two sons.  One day the younger 
one asked for his share of the estate.  The 
man divided his estate and, soon after he had 
received his money, the younger son set off 
for a distant country.  He spent all his money 

on parties and wild excitement until it was all gone.  At this time, there was a 
severe famine in the whole country, and he had no money to buy food.  He 
became so desperate that he went to a pig farmer and asked for work.  This 
was the worst work that a Jewish man could do because they believe that pigs 
are unclean animals.  The son was so hungry that he wanted to eat the food he 
was giving to the pigs, but no one gave him anything. 
 
As time went by, he began to realise that he would be better working as a 
servant on his father’s land where, at least, he would have food to eat.  He 
practised the speech he would make to his father, telling him that he was sorry 
and knew that he was no longer good enough to be his son. 
 
He set off and began the long journey back home but, unknown to him, his 
father had been looking out for him while he had been away.  When he was a 
long way from him, his father saw him in the distance and ran towards him.  He 
loved his son so much that he forgave him for hurting him and running away 
from home.  He hugged him and called to the servants to bring the best clothes 
to replace the rags he was wearing.  He asked for a ring so that everyone would 
know that he was welcomed back as a son and not a servant.  His father was so 
happy that his son was lost but now had been found.  He told everyone and 
they all had a big party to celebrate. 
 
The elder son was working in the fields when he heard the music.  He asked 
one of the servants what was going on, and they told him that his brother had 
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come back home.  The brother was very angry and complained to his father.  
He said that he had always worked like a slave, but he had never had a party 
for his friends.  His father told him that he was always here and everything 
that the father had also belonged to his eldest son.  His father then told him to 
celebrate because they had thought that his brother was dead but now they 
knew he was alive.  He was lost but now he was safely home. 
 

You can find this story in the New Testament section of the Bible,  
in Luke, chapter 15 verses 11-24. 

(This is the third book in the Testament) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus teaches us to forgive 
Jesus teaches that, when we truly know that God has forgiven us, we will be 
ready to forgive other people when they hurt us.  He gave us a special prayer 
as a pattern for all our prayers.  We often call it ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. 
 
Jesus told the people that they should not make a big show when they pray to 
God because he already knows what is in their heart.  They do not need to say 

For  
you to 
colour 

lots of words but they should truly mean what they say.  This is how Jesus taught 
people to pray, saying: 

  ‘Our Father in heaven, 
  Hallowed (holy) is your name, 
  Your kingdom come, 
  Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we also have forgiven those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory for 
ever and ever. 
Amen’ 
 
When we remember how much God loves us and how 
he has forgiven us, we know that we have to forgive 
others.  We cannot be truly forgiven unless we are ready 
to forgive. 

 
You can find this story in the first book of the New Testament section  

of the Bible, in Matthew, chapter 6 verses 5-15 


